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...The problem is with the stipulation of a reasonable belief that evidence may be uncovered in
the search. Here again it is useful, in my view, to adopt a purposive approach. The purpose of an
objective criterion for granting prior authorization to conduct a search or seizure is to provide a
consistent standard for identifying the point at which the interests of the state in such intrusions
come to prevail over the interests of the individual in resisting them. To associate it with an
applicant’s reasonable belief that relevant evidence may be uncovered by the search, would be to
define the proper standard as the possibility of finding evidence. This is a very low standard
which would validate intrusion on the basis of suspicion, and authorize fishing expeditions of
considerable latitude. It would tip the balance strongly in favour of the state and limit the right of
the individual to resist, to only the most egregious intrusions. | do not believe that this is a proper
standard for securing the right to be free from unreasonable search and seizure...”



